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The Furnpean Cammissions move oo push ahead with sup-
porting DVB-H as the mobile-TV standard in the EL has
left open 1o interpreration the scope for operartors deplay
alternative rechnologies. This follaws the backing of DVB-H
as a non-mandatory standard by the Council of Ministers,
which represents the EU's member stazes.

The Commission is ser to add DVBE-H ro its official lise
of standards by end-Fehruary 2008, following the Coun-
cil's endorsement of its proposal to do so on November 29,
The Commission’s proposal was outlined in a July com-
munication,
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means that, technically, operarors will sill be able o choose
alternative rechnologies for mobile TV, This is in line with
the Council's response to the Commission’s proposals.

The Council outlined its conclusions on the proposals at
end-November, inviting the Commission to “acknowledge
the importance of innovation, rechnology neurrality and a
market-led appraach for the successful. long-rerm deploy-
ment of mobile-TV broadcasting services™.

It cherefore appears unlikely that member states would
support a Commission arrempe to make DVB-H mandaro-
ry in furure,

Nevertheless, Martin Selmayr, spokesman far the Commis-
sions Informarion Sodery and Media direcrorate, says thar “ic
will become more difficult” for operators to use alernative
technologies, This is pardy because national regulatory author-
irics (MPAS) will be obliged to give preference 1o DVB-H.

And a number of member states have expressed reserva-
rons sbout the Commission’s decision to favour a single stan-
dard, including the UK, Germany and the MNetherlands.

A spokeswoman for the LIS Offcom says the regulator is
apposed o attempts to force NRAs 1o give pricrity 1w parric-
ular standards or technologies, and thar the marker 15 best-
placed vo make such decisions.

Furcher, although Ofcom acknowledges thar the Com-
mission is initially making DVB-H a2 non-mandarory stan-
dard, it believes that it could be the first step rowards a

mandate. “Although we may undersrand this is not the

Commission's intencion, industry may not. which may
influence them o go down a particular path,” the spokes-
woman adds.

Orthers in the industry also believe that such a move
could be difficulr to justify given che general trend owards
rechnology neutrality in the mobile indusory.

Indeed, in its conclusions the Council has attempted ra
guard against a single standard by urging the Commission
o consider bringing forward proposals ro add other mo-
bile-TV standards to its list.

Jan Willem Beaujean, a spokesman for the Durch Per-
manent Representation in Brussels, says the Merherlands
“is happy with the balanced conclusions of the Council”,
which refrains from supporting mandatory standards.

It is unclear, however, whether the Commission will ul-
rimarely seek to mandare DWE-H. Although Selmayr says
thar achieving political consensus is very helpful and that
the Commission SUPPRIS the Council’s aims, it does nor
necessarily need w follow them,

And in July, the Commission said it “may come for-
ward with proposals in mid-2008 including, if appropri-
ate, steps o make an open standard mandarory”.

The Commision’s presenn Fms'u'u:-n, =Y Sclll:layr, i thar
“we keep all oprions open, and we have this power [ro
mandate] under the EU Framewock, but in view of the
current irreversible trend rowards DWB-H, this is a rather
hypotherical question”™. Selmayr adds thar the Commis-
siom will reserve any acrion for cases of marker failure.

No mandate

The Broadeast Mobile Convergence Forum (BMCO-
Forum), an international mobile-TV lobby group thar
counts major mobile operators, vendors, broadcasters
and media regulators among irs members, also says it
would be wrong for the Commission to mandare a par-
ricular rechnology.

“We think thar the iechnological decision should not be
made by government or by the Commission, bur by the
market,” savs Claus Sarrler, the bodys execurive director.
He says, however, that the BMCOForum supports any



mewve like the Commissions 1o srengthen Evrope’s mar-
ket for mobile TV,

And although Sartler believes i s clear thar DVB-H will
b the main driver of mobile-TV deployments in Europe,
hve says that in some cases there might be a business case for
favouring ather technologies. Sartler cites previous moves
rowards DAB-II in the UK and DMB in Germanw.

Although neither of these technologies appears 1w
have proved pareicularly successfiel so Far, Sactler says
commercial rather than technical reasons are largely the
cause, as well as dhe face thar broadeast maobile TV is sill
in it ih'l'-an'_

UK incumbent BT pullnl the plug on its Movio DAB-
I service carlier this year after it achieved low subscriber
uptake in a collaboration with MYNO Viggin Mobile, Sa-
ther points 1o obsacles such as a lack of handsers and avail-
ahility from only one MVNO.

Simnilarly, be says the German DB service run by mo-
hile-TV provider MFIY has so far been hindered by a lack
of devices and availability from service-provider rather than
DPErLinr PArTnErs.

Diespite these obstacles, he believes it is roo eardy ro say
which aliernarive rechnologies could succeed. And even
those thar deploy DVE-H could see commercial sense in
rolling our a combination of rechnologies, he says, seek-
ing. for instance, w deploy alieenarives in rural aseas.

MFL} is pursuing a rechnology-neurral approach and in
Ocrober also won preliminary approval to operate Ger-
many’s DVEB-H pladform., It is not yer clear whether it will
contnue rolling our DMB alongside DVE-H,

Early days

Meanwhile, the FLO Forum. which supports the rival
MediaFLO technology, contends that mobile TV isaca
very early stage and thar many operators are sall looking
ar the business case for the service even before deciding
an a techrology.

Kamil Grajski, president of the FLO Forum, says it is
nor obvious thar there would be 3 rush towards DVE-H
even if more speoirum does become available. I one looks
at the number of commercial liunches rebarive o prials, it
18 wery bow and much less than anrcipared,” he says.

And although there have besn DVB-H wrials in mest EU
countries, a service has been commercially launched only
in Iealy and Finland. The BMCOForums Sactler says that
even operator 3 laly, which recently reporsed some
750,000 DVE-H subscribers, has seen only 2 fir amount

of suceews with the rechnology. The figure represents less
than 1% of mobile subscripuions in lualy.

Grajski says he is “cautiously optimistic™ that the Coun-
il's conclusions will apen the door for other technologies

to be added to the Commission’s list of standards. He adds
that favouring one technology too heavily and allowing

non-market forces to dictaie the technology could actual-
Iy hinder deployments,

One of the Commission’s aims in u]cﬂinga maobile-
TV standard is o speed up rollavrs ahead of next sum-
mer’s European Foorball Championship, Eure 2008, in
Austria and Swirzerland, Brussels is also secking a joint
approach o licensing and to free up spectrum, potential-
ly in the UHF band.

A vaniery of Factors are holding up molale-TV dcp]l:r!'-
mene in countrics including France, Germany and Spain,
However, the BMOOForam believes that four wo six coun-
trics will have commercial services up and minning by next
SULTLAICT, with muoat l'l'L.I'DCI' Eumpe:.u countries ma launch
by the end af the year.

The Commission hopes there will be a few more by
Eura 2008, but Selmayr says six "would be a good san”

Informa Telecoms & Media, meanwhile, forecass thar
Furopean broadcast mobibe- TV users will exceed 100 mil-
];cm b?‘ end-2012 [sce ﬁg_.}
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